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Ruth and Arno Vincent: 
An overdue recognition 


T uesday last at East Central Communi- 
ty College, Austin Bishop and I got to 
be participant-observers at one of 
those events that warms the heart and fuels 
the spirit. The occasion was the dedication of 
the Walter Amo Vincent Administration 
Building. One of my favorite good guys 
received a long overdue recognition. And 
responded with characteristic humor and 
grace. 

Walter Amo Vincent served as president 
of ECJC from 1953 to 1961. However, his 
relationship with the college began in the 
mid* 3 930s. It has never been clear to me 
whether then ECJC President L.O, Todd or 
a young coed, Ruth Carr, recruited Arno 
from Martin to Decatur, I strongly suspect 
Dr. Todd “recruited” but Ruth “attracted.” 

Ruth and Amo Vincent are children of 
rural Mississippi* reared in the heart of the 
great depression. Further tempered by the 
experiences of World War II, the Vincents 
are another of those couples who affirm Tom 
Brokaw's analysis of “The Greatest Genera* 
tion,” Quiet, caring folk who are quick to 
share with others* they both lead by exam* 
pie. The Vincents make a difference in the 
quality of life of others. 

Tuesday, after reminding the audience 
that he was “the oldest living alumnus of 
East Central ” Amo noted the reason people 
are kind to “old folks” is that they recognize 
they may not get “another chance,” This is 
not true of Amo and Ruth. They've been 
kind to young and old across a lifetime. 

My colleague Dr. Eddie Smith, who is 
retiring as president of East Central Com* 
m unity College next June, was a student at 
the college when Arno Vincent served as 
president. Dr. Smith's office is located in the 
building now named to honor Arno's service 
to the college. And this building was con¬ 
structed while Arno served as president. 
Some more of life’s intersecting circles. 

An outstanding community college presi¬ 
dent, Dr. Smith will leave many notable 
accomplishments at ECGC, An expanded 
campus. Growing programs and activities. 
Continuing quality. Excellent new facilities. 
His leadership in the recognition of Amo 
Vincent is a very bright star in his constella¬ 
tion of achievements. 

For those of us who carry on about Val¬ 
ues," the dedication event was a reminder of 
the values that have propelled the develop¬ 
ment of East Central Community College. 
Commitment to place. Commitment to ser¬ 
vice to community and country. Commit¬ 
ment to opportunities for people. 

Consider. The first speaker, Mjiss Lucj he 
Wood- arrived at EC as a student in 1950. 
Newly minted President Amo Vincent hired 
Lucille Wood as basketball coach in 1953. 
Miss Wood came home. Recognized as an 
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outstanding coach and teacher, 
Miss Wood has served East 
Central's students for 46 
years. That's commitment to 
calling and place! This lady 
loves “her” college. 

Retired Mississippi National 
Guard Maj, Gen. Denver Brac- 
keen was the second speaker. I 
came to admire Denver during 
his service as Dean of Stu¬ 
dents at ECJC. Recruited out of Hickory 
High School by then-EC basketball coach 
Arao Vincent, Brackeen still holds the single 
game rebounding record at Ole Miss. Gen. 
Brackeen was brought into the Guard by, 
you guessed it, Amo Vincent. 

The third speaker was my friend Clyde 
Muse. Another east central Mississippi lad 
recruited to Decatur by L.O. Todd, Clyde 
was one of Coach Vincent’s 80-plus “walk- 
ons” or try-out candidates for a basketball 
scholarship. In the “opportunity creating” 
tradition of his mentors, Todd and Vincent, 
Dr. Muse leads the largest community col¬ 
lege in our state. And also leads my personal 
short list of great community college presi¬ 
dents. 

Miss Wood, Gen. Brackeen and Dr. Muse 
shared warm and wonderful yams about the 
ordinary ways their extraordinary mentor, 
Amo Vincent, shaped their life experiences. 
Math teacher. Coach. President. And friend. 


In his response Amo reminisced about 
the late L.O. Todd. I was born in 1935, the 
year Dr. Todd “recruited” Arno Vincent to 
the Decatur campus for his first visit. 

Almost 30 years later, I was “recruited" by 
the same Dr, Todd to come from Gainesville 
to Meridian. So, like Arno, 1 was blessed to 
have Dr. Todd as a mentor. Another circle. 

In short, it was a grand celebration 
embodying values I associate with East Cen¬ 
tral Community College, Loyalty. Opportu¬ 
nity. Service. Groundedness. Real love of 
people and place. How's that for nostalgia? 

I had promised Austin not to indulge in 
my custom of hanging on “until the last dog 
is dead.” We hurried away to other responsi¬ 
bilities. Amo and Ruth were surrounded by 
well wishers. I hope “the oldest living East 
Central alumnus” makes it until Sunday. He 
doesn’t need my salute. But I need to honor 
him. 


And I do have a question for Amo, Last 
time I looked at a map, Martin was in Laud¬ 
erdale County. Was Dr. Todd actually 
recruiting a basketball player who lived in 
the East Mississippi Junior College District? 
Out-of-district recruiting? You bet! And it 
was a good trip. 


Bill Scaggs is president enqprrtus of Meridian Community 
College and senior consulting editor for Ttw Meridian Star, 
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Vincent Is Alumnus of the Year 


East Central Junior College 
at Decatur will honor former 
college president W,A, (Arno) 
Vincent of Meridian as "Alum¬ 
nus of the Year 0 in special 
homecoining activities to be 
held on the college campus 

[ Saturday, October G, 

An alumni banquet will be 
held that night at 6:00 p.m., 
at which time Mr* Vincent will 
be presented a certificate and 
plaque for his outstanding ac¬ 
complishments as an alumni 
of the college. He will also 
be recognized during halftime 
ceremonies at the game between 
East Central and Northeast 
Junior College later in the 
evening* 

A native of Collinsville, 
Vincent is married to the 

former Ruth Carr, a class¬ 

mate at East Central, Mr, and 
Mrs. Vincent and youngest 
daughter are residents of 
Meridian, where he is Vice- 
President and branch manager 
of Banker's Trust of Meridian* 
An outstanding athlete, Vin¬ 
cent was graduated from Martin 
High School, East Central Junior 
College, and Mississippi South¬ 
ern, where he starred in 
football and basketball, Vincent 
was named to the All-State 
teams in both sports in 1937, 
and was named the "Out¬ 
standing Athlete" at East Cen¬ 
tral that same year. At South¬ 
ern, where he again excelled 
in both sports, Vincent was 
named football and basketball 
captain. For Ins athletic ability, 
Mississippi Southern, now the 


‘University of Southern Miss¬ 
issippi , named him to their 
football Hall of Fame, 

Masters From 
Ole Miss 

A brief coaching and teach¬ 
ing career from 1939-41 was 
interrupted by a five-year armed 
service tour of duty when 
Vincent served the U*$. Navy, 
Pacific Fleet, as navigator, 
communications officer, and 
commanding officer of ships 
in amt-submarine warfare. 
Upon completion of his 
master's degree at the Uni¬ 
versity of Mississippi in 1948 
and additional study at North¬ 
western University and the 
University of California, Vincent 
returned to East Central in 
1947 as teacher. The follow¬ 
ing sixteen years at E.C.J.C* 
saw Arlo Vincent climb from 
teacher, to coach, to dean, 
to college president. 

Team Wins 
Championship 

During his seven years as 
head basketball coach, the 
E.C.J.C, team won the Miss¬ 
issippi Junior College Basket¬ 
ball Championship, the Sub- 
Regional Championship, and 
finished fourth in national 
basketball competition at the 
national tournament in Hut¬ 
chinson, Kans. 

During his nine years as 


President of East Central, 
the college increased in en¬ 
rollment and academic stand¬ 
ing, and the campus grew 
in size with the addition 
of a physical plant, Newsome 
Hall for Women, Todd Hall 
for Men, a new science build¬ 
ing, a new- president's home, 
and a new library, 

Vincent moved his family 
to Meridian in 1964 to accept 
a position as Assistant Super¬ 
intendent of Schools and Per¬ 
sonnel Director, a position 

he held for eight years before 
joining the Banker's Trust 

staff. 

Community 

Leader 

Community and state po¬ 
sitions he has held include: 

President of the Newton County' 
Development Association for 
nine years; President of the 
Mississippi Junior College 
Association; President of the 
Mississippi Association of Col¬ 
leges; Associate Executive 
Secretary of the Mississippi 
Education Assoc.; Industrial 
Representative of Mid-Mississ¬ 
ippi Development Assoc,; Boy 
Scout Director for twenty years; 
and recipient of the Silver 
Beaver Award. 

Active in civic and church 
activities, Vincent is aRotarian, 
Lions Club and Exchange Club 
member, and is lay leader in 
the Poplar Springs Drive Meth¬ 
odist Church, 



















1973 Alumnus of the Year 


During the period he served as president, East Central 
experienced growth in many areas: 


1. The Physical plant was expanded by the building of 
Todd Hall, Newsome Hall, the Burton Library, 

the Cross Science Hall, and the president s home. 

2. The Vocational - technical services were expanded. 

3. Advances were made in curriculum development 
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MINOR CHANGES IN Tflb* 
PERSONNEL OCCUR 


Mr. Arn o Vin ceu t rep I aces Dr. 
L. O. Todd as President of East 
Central Junior College along with 
other changes in administration 
personnel. 

The man to succeed Dr, L. O. 
Todd as the third President of East 
Central js by an interesting coin' 
cidence the same boy whom Dr. 
Todd, through his traditional in¬ 
terest in Mississippi rural boys, 
found on a farm and persuaded to 
come to East Central. Mr. Vincent 
recalled this incident in his inter¬ 
view remembering that this was 
the beginning of his connection 
with East Central. 


Mr. Vincent, one of five children, 
was born at Collinsville. Mississip¬ 
pi, on February 29, 1916. He at¬ 
tended high school at Martin where 
he was an outstanding basketball 
star. After graduation from Mar¬ 
tin, Mr. Vincent came to East Cen¬ 
tral in 1935 and graduated here 
in 1937. While he was here he was 
outstanding in football and basket¬ 
ball; incidentally he played in the 
first football game he ever saw. 
It was here he met and later mar¬ 
ried Miss Ruth Carr, who was from 
Winston County. 

Upon graduation from East Cen¬ 
tral he enrolled at Mississippi 
Southern where he starred in both 
football and* basketball, being cap¬ 
tain^ of both teams. He was gradu- 


torium will include a front cur¬ 
tain of old gold trimmed with 
black. The concert curtains and 
cylorama will be gray damask. The 
auditorium will contain a Baldwin 
electric organ and a nine-foot Bald¬ 
win concert grand piano. 

The ground floor of the new 
building will contain the adminis¬ 
trative offices which are: the presi¬ 
dent's office, the dean’s office, the 
business office, the registrar's of¬ 
fice, and the high school princi¬ 
pal's office. It will also contain the 
new reading clinic. 

The new auditorium is expected 
to be completed and ready for oc* 
cupancy by Homecoming Day, 
November 7, 


YES EAST CENTRAL 


College Extends 
Property Holdings 


IMPROVEMENTS ARE MADE 
ON EAST CENTRAL CAMPUS 


There will be many changes on 
the East Central campus this year, 
including many improvements. 

New property has been acquired 
by the college during the summer. 
Twenty acres of farm land, near 
the old fair ground will extend the 
farm land. This is to be used for 
(Continued On Page Three! 


19 YEARS SERVICE 


SEES UNUSUAL GROWTH 

For nineteen successive years. 
East Central Junior College was 
guided by Dr. L. O. Todd, who re¬ 
signed the presidency of East Cen¬ 
tral and is now the superintendent 
of the Meridian Public School 
System, 

Dr. Todd left his position as 
superintendent of Philadelphia 
High School in 1934 to become the 
President of East Central. At this 
time the enrollment was housed 
in three buildings, but during his 
leadership the plant grew to be 
worth more than a million dollars, 
including buildings and property, 
and the area for students was ex¬ 
panded to a five-county radius. 

TTti*«* OAunfiM artfi Nf*wtnn 


MU. aitlNU 
ated there in 1939. He began his 
teaching career at Picayune, Mis¬ 
sissippi, where he taught and 
coached four years. He then went 
to Pass Christian where he coach¬ 
ed and taught. During this time, 
he attended summer school at the 
University of Alabama and Mis* 
sissippi Southern. 

In 1942 he entered the Navy and 
became a navigator, executive of¬ 
ficer, commissioned officer, and 
commanding officer. He served a- 
board ship three years. While a- 
board ship be operated in the Ber¬ 
ing Sea and Aleutian areas. Also 
the Hawaiian area, Philippines, 
Okinawa and Tokyo Bay areas. He 
was in the Tokyo Bay when the 
war ended. 

In 1946 he enrolled at the Uni¬ 
versity of Mississippi where he re¬ 
ceived his master’s degree in 1947. 
He attended Northwestern in 
Chicago and later again. Ole Miss, 

He came to East Central in 1947, 
During his years here he has 
served as dean of men, football 
coach, basketball coach having on 
his team last year two All-Ameri- 


vims&iN i 

can players and at the same time 
winning state Junior College cham¬ 
pionship. He has also served as 
director of activities, registrar, 
during Mr, Furgerson’s absence in 
military service, and, at different 
times, sponsor of every class in 
the school. He has also taught math 
for the past six years. 

Mr. Vincent remarked that he 
believes he holds the record for 
change of residence on the East 
Central campus. Last week he and 
Mrs. Vincent moved for the fifth 
time since they have been here— 
This time to East Central’s "White 
House”, as he designated the presi¬ 
dent’s home. 


Pres. Arno Vincent 
Welcomes Students 
To'East Central 


I want to extend a hearty wel¬ 
come to all of you who are here 
for the <M ~~ 


A number of other changes in 
administrative personnel will take 
effect this year. For the first time 
in its history East Central has a 
high school principal. Mr. Clayton 
Blount will serve in this capacity, 
having general supervision of the 
high school division, including the 
high school curricular, activities 
and study hall. 

Another change in the adminis¬ 
tration of the school is in the 
position of Dean of Men, Mr. John 
| Grace w ho has served in this capa 
city for two years is being replac¬ 
ed by Coach B. R. Lindsley, who 
has served as assistant football 
coach and instructor in physical 
education for the past year. 

Mr. Vincent is initiating his first 
term as president with the an¬ 
nouncement of the following com¬ 
mittees which will serve during 
the year: PHan*i- 



































:W AUDITORIUM 

NEARLY READY 

* 

4 EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LSO LOCATED THERE 


new building containing an 
torium and administrative of- 
i now being constructed at a 
of 5175,000 will bouse, be- 
s the auditorium, with a seat- 
capacity of 1002, about ten 
imstralive offices, 
pw stage scenery for the audi¬ 


torium will include a front cur¬ 
tain of old gold trimmed with 
black. The concert curtains and 
cylorama will be gray damask. The 
auditorium will contain a Baldwin 
electric organ and a nine-foot Bald¬ 
win concert grand piano. 

The ground floor of the new 
building will contain the adminis¬ 
trative offices which are: the presir 
dent’s office, the dean’s office, the 
business office, the registrar’s of* 
fice, and the high school princi¬ 
pal’s office. It will also contain the 
new reading clinic. 

The new auditorium is expected 
to be completed and ready for oc¬ 
cupancy by Homecoming Bay, 
November 7, 


l L. 0. TODD LEAVES EAST CENTRAL 


>*_ua UUHI III UmtflBVIlle, Mississi|> 
pi, on February 29, 1916. He at- 
tended high school at Martin where 
he was an outstanding basketball 
star, After graduation from Mar¬ 
tin, Mr. Vincent came to East Cen¬ 
tral in 1935 and graduated here 
in 1937. While he was here he was 
outstanding in football and basket¬ 
ball; incidentally he played in the 
first football game he ever saw 
It was here he met and later mar- 
ried Miss Ruth Carr, who was from 
Winston County, 

Upon graduation from East Cen¬ 
tra! he enrolled at Mississippi 
Southern where he starred in both 
football and' basketball, being cap- 
taiirof both teams. He was gradu- 


College Extends 
Property Holdings 

IMPROVEMENTS ARE MADE 
ON EAST CENTRAL CAMPUS 

There will be many changes on 
the East Centra] campus this year, 
including many improvements. 

New property has been acquired 
by the college during the summer. 
Twenty acres of fami land, near 
tbe old fair ground will extend the 
farm land. This is to be used for 
(Continued On Page Three) 


19 YEARS SERVICE 
SEES UNUSUAL GROWTH 

For nineteen successive years, 
East Central Junior College was 
guided by Dr, L. 0, Todd, who re¬ 
signed the presidency of East Cen¬ 
tral and U now the superintendent 
□I the Meridian Public School 
System, 

Dr, Todd left his position as 
superintendent of Philadelphia 
Fligh School in 1934 to become the 
President of East Central. At this 
time the enrollment was housed 
in three buildings, but during his 
leadership the ptant grew to be 
worth more than a million dollars, 
including buildings and property, 
and the area for students was ex¬ 
panded to a five-county radius. 
These counties are Newton, Scott, 
Leake. Winston, and Neshoba. 

Not only did Dr, Todd bring 
East Central to a high place among 
the junior colleges of America 
but he has also served as chairman 
of nearly every educational organi¬ 
zation in the state and he has been 
active in many regional and nation¬ 
al educational endeavors. 

In the last fifteen years, Dr. 
Todd was mainly responsible in 
causing the budget to grow to a- 
bout three-hundred thousand dol¬ 
lars, nearly ten times the amount 
it was fifteen years ago. 

He has been a leader in tommu- 
nity projects, the Methodist 
Church, and civic clubs. 

(Continued On Page Five) 


MU AKlNO 
ated there in 1939. He began his 
teaching career at Picayune, Mis¬ 
sissippi, where he taught and 
coached four years. He then went 
to Pass Christian where he coach¬ 
ed and taught. During this time, 
he attended summer school at the 
University of Alabama and Mis¬ 
sissippi Southern, 

In 1942 he entered the Navy and 
became a navigator, executive of¬ 
ficer, commissioned officer, and 
commanding officer. He served a- 
board ship three years. While a- 
board ship he operated in the Ber¬ 
ing Sea and Aleutian areas. Also 
the Hawaiian area, Philippines, 
Okinawa and Tokyo Bay areas. He 
was in the Tokyo Bay when the 
war ended. 
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In 1948 he enrolled at the Uni¬ 
versity of Mississippi where he re¬ 
ceived his master’s degree in 1947, 
He attended Northwestern in 
Chicago and later again. Ole Miss, 
He came to East Central in 1947, 
During his years here he has 
served as dean of men, football 
coach* basketball coach having on 
his team last year two All-Ameri- 


Pres. Arno Vincent 
Welcomes Students 
To East Central 
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I want to extend a hearty wel¬ 
come to all of you who are here 
for the first time* and commend 
those of you who are returning. 
This is surely the most challeng¬ 
ing period of your life. It is to 
your advantage to make the ad¬ 
justment by first of all becom¬ 
ing acquired with other stu¬ 
dents, and of course, tbe faculty. 


There are no doubt several 
reasons why you have choseh E, 
C* J, C„ not least among which is 
the fact that you will be attend¬ 
ing one of the finest junior col¬ 
leges in America. You will study 
under some of the best teachers 
to be found in any school env- 
where. 


Each of us can be grateful to the 
Toin-Tom staff for coming to 
(Continued On Page Three) 
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torium will include a front cur¬ 
tain of old gold trimmed with 
black. The concert curtains and 
cylorama will be gray damask. The 
auditorium will contain a Baldwin 
electric organ and a nine-foot Bald¬ 
win concert grand piano. 

The ground floor of the new 
building will contain the adminis¬ 
trative offices which are: the presi¬ 
dent's office, the dean's office, the 
business office, the registrar's of¬ 
fice, and the high school princi¬ 
pal's office. It will also contain the 
new reading clinic. 

The new auditorium is expected 
to be completed and ready for oc¬ 
cupancy by Homecoming Day, 
November 7, 


) LEAVES EAST CENTRAL 


l,l " M «> '-oitmsvute, Misatesip. 

pi, on February 29, 1918. He at- 
tended high school at Martin where 
he was an outstanding basketball 
star. After graduation from Mar¬ 
tin, Mr. Vincent came to East Cen* 
tral in 1935 and graduated here 
in 1937. While he was here he was 
outstanding in football and basket¬ 
ball; incidentally he played in the 
first football game he ever saw 
It was here he met and later mar- 
ned Miss Ruth Carr, who was from 
Wmston County. 

Upon graduation from East Cen¬ 
tral he enrolled at Mississippi 
Southern where he starred in both 
footbaU and* basketball, being cap- 
taiirpf both teams. He was gradu- 


College Extends 
Property Holdings 


improvements ARE MADE 

ON EAST CENTRAL CAMPUS 


There will be many changes on 
the East Central campus this vear, 
including many improvements. 

New property has been acquired 
by the college during the summer, 
Twenty acres of farm land, near 
the old fair ground will extend the 
farm land. This is to be used for 
(Continued On Page Three) 


19 YEARS SERVICE 
SEES UNUSUAL GROWTH 


For nineteen successive years, 
East Central Junior College was 
guided by Dr. L. O. Todd, who re 
signed the presidency of East Cen¬ 
tral and is now the superintendent 
of the Meridian Public School 
System. 

Dr. Todd left his position as 
superintendent of Philadelphia 
High School In 1934 to become the 
President of East Central. At this 
time the enrollment was housed 
in three buildings, but during his 
leadership the plant grew to be 
worth more than a million dollars, 
including buildings and property, 
and the area for students was ex¬ 
panded to a five-county radius. 
These counties are Newton, Scott, 
Leake, Winston, and Neshoba 
Not oniy did Dr. Todd bring 
East Central to a high place among 
the junior colleges of America 
but he has also served as chairman 
of nearly every educational organi¬ 
zation in the state and he has been 
active in many regional and nation¬ 
al educational endeavors. 

In the last fifteen years. Dr, 
Todd was mainly responsible In 
causing the budget to grow to a- 
bout three-hundred thousand dol¬ 
lars, nearly ten times the amount 
it was fifteen years ago. 

He has been a leader in Commu¬ 
nity projects, the Methodist 
Church, and civic clubs, 

(Continued On Page Five) 
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ated there in 1939, He began Ms 
teaching career at Picayune, Mis¬ 
sissippi, where he taught and 
coached four years. He then went 
to Pass Christian where he coach¬ 
ed and taught. During this time, 
he attended summer school at the 
University of Alabama and Mis¬ 
sissippi Southern. 

In 1942 he entered the Navy and 
became a navigator, executive of¬ 
ficer, commissioned officer, and 
commanding officer. He served a- 
board ship three years. While a- 
board ship he operated in the Ber¬ 
ing Sea and Aleutian areas. Also 
the Hawaiian area, Philippines, 
Okinawa and Tokyo Bay areas. He 
was in the Tokyo Bay when the 
war ended. 


In 1946 he enrolled at the Uni¬ 
versity of Mississippi where he re¬ 
ceived his master's degree in 1947. 
He attended Northwestern in 
Chicago and later again, Oie Miss. 

He came to East Central in 1947. 
During his years here he has 
served as dean of men. football 
coach, basketball coach having on 
his team last year two AU-Amerl- 


Pres. Arno Vincent 
Welcomes Students 
To East Central 


I want to extend a hearty wel¬ 
come to all of you who are here 
for the first time, and commend 
those of you who are returning. 
This is surely the most challeng¬ 
ing period of your life. It is to 
your advantage to make the ad¬ 
justment by first of &H becom¬ 
ing acquired with other stu¬ 
dents, and of course, the faculty. 

There * are no doubt several 
reasons why you have choseh E. 
C. J. C,, not least among which is 
the fact that you will be attend¬ 
ing one of the finest junior col¬ 
leges in America. You will study 
under some of the best teachers 
to be found in any school any¬ 
where. 

Each of m can he grateful to the 
Tom-Tom staff for coming to 
(Continued On Page Three} 
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winning state Junior College 
pionship. He has also scr 
director of activities, rej 
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military service, and, at di 
times, sponsor of every cl 
the school. He has also taugh 
for the past six years. 

Mr. Vincent remarked ti 
believes he holds the reco 
change of residence on tin 
Central campus. Last week 1 
Mrs. Vincent moved for th* 
time since they hive been . 
This time to East Central's * 
House", as he designated the 
dent's home. 

A number of other chani 
administrative personnel wil 
effect this year. For the firs 
in its history East Central 
high school principal, Mr. C 
Blount will serve in this caj 
having general supervision ■ 
high school division, includii 
high school curricular, act 
and study halL 

Another change in the ad 
tration of the school is i 
position of Dean of Men, Mr, 
Grace who has served in this 
city for two years is being r 
ed by Coach B. R, Linds ley 
has served as assistant fc 
coach and instructor in pti 
education for the past year. 

Mr, Vincent is initiating hi 
term as president with th« 
nouncement of the following 
mittees which will serve d 
the year: Chapel: Mr. Furgi 
Sir. Fiek, Mr, C. Pennington 
(Continued On Page Etgl 


NOTICE 


We need help, Yes t he 
the TOMTOM. The oppo 
ties are many and ihe wc 
most interesting. Position 
cant are assistant photogra 
sports writers, feature wi 
departmental editors, c 
nists, reporters, circu 
staff, typists, and ad sta 
you are interested, see 
Harris, Frank Brooks, 
Boyd t or Ruby Gunn. 


































***# HHtH HL Mfl 3 

outstanding in loot bail and basket¬ 
ball; incidentally he played in the 
first football game he ever saw. 
It was here he met and later mar¬ 
ried Miss J$,w*** Carr, who was from 
Wjnsta-fF Oounty. 

Upon graduation from East Cen¬ 
tral he enrolled at Mississippi 
Southern where he starred in both 
football and' basketball, being cap- 
tflirrof bot|*ip*wi5. He was gradu¬ 



ated there in 1939- He began his 
teaching career at Picayune, Mis¬ 
sissippi* where he taught and 
coached four years* He then went 
to Pass Christian where he coach¬ 
ed and taught* During this time, 
he attended summer school at the 
University of Alabama and Mis¬ 
sissippi Southern* 

In 1942 he entered the Navy and 
became a navigator, executive of¬ 
ficer* commissioned officer, and 
commanding officer* He served a- 
board ship three years* While a- 
board ship he operated in the Ber¬ 
ing Sea and Aleutian areas. Also 
the Hawaiian area* Philippines* 
Okinawa and Tokyo Bay areas. He 
was in the Tokyo Bay when the 
w 

In 1946 he enrolled at the Uni¬ 
versity of Mississippi where he re¬ 
ceived his master's degree in IM7. 
He attended Northwestern in 
Chicago and later again, Ole Miss. 

He came to East Central in 1947, 
During his years here he has 
served as dean of men, football 
coach* basketball coach having on 
his team last year two All-Ameri- 


Pres. Amo Vincent 
Welcomes Students 
To East Central 


I want to extend a hearty wel¬ 
come to all of you who are here 
for the first time, and commend 
those of you who are returning. 
This is surely the most challeng¬ 
ing period of your life. It is to 
your advantage to make the ad¬ 
justment by first of all becom¬ 
ing acquired with other stu¬ 
dents* and of course, the faculty* 
There are no doubt several 
reasons why you have choseh E. 
C, J, C*„ not least among which Is 
the fact that you will be attend* 
Ing one of the finest junior col¬ 
leges Ln America* You will study 
under some of the best teachers 
to be found in any school any¬ 
where, - 

Each of us can be grateful to the 
Tom-Tom staff for coming to 
(Continued On Page Three) 


can players and at the same time 
winning state Junior College cham¬ 
pionship* He has also served as 
director of activities, registrar, 
during Mr* Furgerson's absence in 
military service, and, at different 
times, sponsor of every class in 
the school. He has also taught math 
for the past six years* 

Mr. Vincent remarked that he 
believes he holds the record for 
change of residence on the East 
Central campus. Last week he and 
Mrs. Vincent moved for the fifth 
time since they have been here— 
This time to East Central's "White 
House", as he designated the presi¬ 
dent's home, 

A number of otfc#r changes in 
administrative personnel will take 
effect this year* For the first time 
in Its history East Central has a 
high school principal. Mr* Clayton 
Blount will serve in this capacity, 
having general supervision of the 
high school division, including the 
high school curricular, activities 
and study halL 

Another change in the adminis¬ 
tration of the school is in the 
position of Dean of Men* Mr. John 
Grace who has served in this Capa¬ 
city for two years is being replac¬ 
ed by Coach B. R. Llndsley, who 
has served as assistant football 
coach and instructor in physical 
education for the past year* 

Mr* Vincetit is initiating his first 
term as president with the an¬ 
nouncement of the following com¬ 
mittees which Will serve during 
the year: Chapel: .Mr. Ftirgerson* 
Mr. Fick, Mr. C. Pennington; and 
(Continued On Page Eight) 


MINOR CHANGES— 


(Continued From Page One) 
Miss Hogan. Calendar: Mr. Roberts, 
Mr, Blount* and Miss Burton. 
Points: Mr, Cross, Mr, Tucker, and 
Mr. Leatherwood, Religion: Mrs* 
Sullivan, Bro. Cook, Miss Bryant, 
and Mr. Lindsley. Buildings and 
Grounds: Mr* Palmer* Mr* Tucker, 
and Miss Barber. Publications: Miss 
Harris, Mrs* Newsome, Miss Wood¬ 
ward, and Mr* Haywood* Activities: 
Mr. Lindsley, Mr* Blount, Miss Her¬ 
rin, and Miss Barber* Radiu and 
Publicity: Mr. Slothower, Mr. 
Blount, Mr. Thompson, and Mr. 
Bobo. Decorations: Mrs* Sullivan, 
Miss Barber and Miss Freize. 
Homecoming: Mr* Fugerson, Mrs. 
Newsome, Mr. Slothower, Miss 
Herrin* Mr. Rives* and Mr* Fick. 
Senior Day: Mr. Roberts, Mr, Bed- 
well, Mr* Walker, Mr. Bobo, and 
Miss Hogan* 


















